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Santa Cruz County HIV / AIDS Reporting Requirements 

Under California law (California Code of Regulations, Title 17, Sections 2641.5–2643.2), medical providers, laboratories, 
hospitals, and other entities are required to report suspected or confirmed cases of HIV or AIDS to the local health 
department within 7 calendar days. Like many other reportable communicable diseases, HIV/AIDS reporting involves 
a dual process in which both healthcare providers and laboratories must submit separate reports. 
 

Reporting Procedures: 

What cases 
must be 

reported? 

Cases must be reported for all individuals who test positive for HIV, as well as those whose 
clinical condition or test results meet the diagnostic criteria for AIDS. 
 
For the most current HIV/AIDS case definitions and updates, refer to the CDC’s 2014 
publication Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). 

Who reports? 

Healthcare providers and laboratories are required to report all patients with test results 
indicative of HIV infection to the local health department within 7 calendar days. 
 
In Santa Cruz County, HIV case reports are managed by the HIV Surveillance Coordinator 
within the Communicable Disease Unit. 
 
When a laboratory identifies a test result suggestive of HIV infection, it submits limited 
patient information to the HIV Surveillance Coordinator and forwards the results to the 
ordering provider. The provider is then responsible for completing and submitting a Case 
Report Form to the HIV Surveillance Coordinator. 

How to report 
 

Do not submit 
any information 

via email. 

For detailed information on California’s laboratory-specific HIV reporting regulations, click 
here. 
 
Healthcare providers can submit required HIV case reporting information using one of the 
following methods: 
 
Option 1: Report by Fax or Mail 
A) For patients aged 13 years or older at the time of diagnosis: 

• Download and complete the Adult HIV/AIDS Confidential Case Report. 
• Instructions for completing the form. 

B) For patients under 13 years old at the time of diagnosis: 
• Download and complete the Pediatric HIV/AIDS Confidential Case Report. 

C) Submit case reports via fax: (831) 454-5049 
D) Or mail case reports using double envelopes to: 
     Santa Cruz County Health Services Agency 
     ATTN: HIV Surveillance Coordinator 
     1060 Emeline Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
Option 2: Report by Phone 
Call (831) 454-4838 to complete the report over the phone. Our team will assist physicians 
or designated staff in collecting the necessary information and completing the form. 

Why prompt 
reporting is 

critical 

To ensure that newly diagnosed individuals are promptly linked to care, that those 
previously diagnosed receive ongoing support, and to effectively monitor epidemic trends 
and secure adequate funding for local HIV treatment and prevention efforts. 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=IA731B9F05A2011EC8227000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6303.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6303.pdf
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IA7D574035A2011EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://files.santaclaracounty.gov/exjcpb1756/migrated/adults-aids-case-form.pdf?VersionId=5yVaghGfTB8fk4aIKk20ZYoIAJTV0CAb
https://files.santaclaracounty.gov/exjcpb1756/migrated/ACRF%20Instructions%20-%2012.12.12.pdf?VersionId=wspWZEcAAyQm3NRx549b2zKupgfrAM.Q
https://files.santaclaracounty.gov/exjcpb1756/migrated/HIV_Pediatric_Report_Form_DHS_8641_P.pdf?VersionId=BWG6RKwTYNYHixClWyzDtj_Jkm.PBuEW
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Connect with 
CARe 

Our HIV Partner Services Program provides tailored interventions to help prevent further 
transmission. With several disclosure options available, our trained staff support individuals 
in notifying their partners about potential exposure to HIV and other STDs—while also 
connecting them to testing, treatment, and ongoing medical care. 
 
To refer your patient to our Community Advocacy Resource/Education (CARe) Team or to 
learn more about available services, please click here. 

 
For more information on HIV / AIDS reporting, visit the Office of AIDS – HIV Reporting Laws 
Review CDPH HIV Reporting & CDC Algorithm Update (2015) 
 

Additional Information: 

Tests indicative of HIV infection 
include: AIDS defining conditions: 

• Confirmed positive HIV antibody test 
(for more information click here)  

• Any viral load test  
• Positive P24 antigen test 
• Positive viral isolation test  
• Positive Nucleic Acid Testing (NAT)  
• CD4+T-cell test (clinical laboratories 

may withhold report if they can 
demonstrate that the CD4+T-cell 
test is unrelated to a diagnosed case 
of HIV infection 

• CD4+ T-lymphocyte count <200 mL/mm3 
• Candidiasis of the bronchi, trachea, or lungs 
• Candidiasis, esophageal  
• Cervical cancer, invasive  
• Coccidioidomycosis, disseminated or 

extrapulmonary 
• Cryptococcosis, extra-pulmonary 
• Cryptosporidiosis, chronic intestinal 
• Cytomegalovirus disease 
• Cytomegalovirus retinitis 
• Encephalopathy, HIV-related  
• Herpes simplex: chronic ulcers; or bronchitis, 

pneumonitis or esophagitis 
• Histoplasmosis, disseminated or extrapulmonary 
• Isosporiasis, chronic intestinal 
• Kaposi's Sarcoma 
• Lymphoma, Burkitt's 
• Lymphoma, immunoblastic 
• Lymphoma, primary in the brain 
• Mycobacterium avium complex or M. kansasii, 

disseminated or extrapulmonary 
• Mycobacterium tuberculosis, any site 
• Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia 
• Pneumonia, recurrent 
• Progressive multifocal Leukoencephalopathy 
• Salmonella septicemia, recurrent 
• Toxoplasmosis of the brain 
• Wasting syndrome due to HIV 

 

https://www.santacruzhealth.org/HSAHome/HSADivisions/PublicHealth/CAReTeamIntegratedServices/CAReTeamandEISPrograms.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DOA/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Methods%20and%20Timeline%20for%20Reporting%20HIV%20Data%202017_ADA.pdf#search=Methods%20and%20Timeline%20for%20Reporting%20HIV%20Data%202017
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DOA/CDPH%20Document%20Library/New%20CDC%20Algorithm%20and%20Reporting%20Letter%2001-06-2015%20signed_updatedcontactinfo2-15-18.pdf
https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/23447

